n8       THE  INDIAN  SCENE
village is always on guard, and a marksman will sit for hours together in one of those little towers on the chance of catching an enemy in the open. Since the space between two villages is liable to be swept by fire, agriculture is confined to the outer spaces under cover of the walls. Where the feud is specially violent, boys have to be confined to the compounds until they are of age to carry a rifle, for they may be shot without mercy, on the principle of reducing the number of males in the enemy's camp; and even girls have to be carefully guarded, lest they should be kidnapped and held to ransom. At sundown the whole population withdraws into the shelter of the compounds, and I am told that if you travelled by night, and lay up by day, you could probably go from end to end of the frontier without seeing a human face. The road itself is the only recognized sanctuary in the whole region. Whoever